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Title: Ethical Literary Criticism of the Pain Emotion in Mahadevi Verma’s Poetry

Abstract: Mahadevi Verma is one of the representative poets of Indian Chhayavadi
literature. Her poetry revolves around three major themes: philosophy, emotion,
and nature, with the theme of “Pain” being the most distinctive and controversial.
From the perspective of ethical literary criticism, this paper examines the ethical
environment in which Mahadevi lived, her multiple ethical identities, and their
influence on her choice of the “Pain” theme and its poetic expression. It explores
how her writings on “Pain” convey ethical teachings. The paper argues that her
depiction of pain connects the individual, the collective, and the nation, mapping
the inner mind onto external reality. Her traditional writing style enables readers to
aspire to the noble ideal of happiness by empathizing with universal pain, and calls
for spiritual perfection by eliminating pain through restraining desires and self-

sacrifice, thus forming the lofty ethical value of the emotion of “Pain.”
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