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Title: Interpretation of Ethical Literary Criticism in Onggojipjeon from the perspec-
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Abstract: The twenty-first century is a time of rapid development of artificial intel-
ligence and the fruitfulness of cloning technology. Looking back from this point at
the literary classics of the “pre-science and technology era”, we’ll have a new un-
derstanding of the scientific fantasies of our predecessors. A novel written during the
Joseon dynasty in the eighteenth century, Onggojipjeon, expresses the early ideas
of the ancients about “human cloning”, and although the story draws on a range
of limited means, including religion and spells, the depiction of “human cloning”
raises a number of ethical questions. Based on the methodology of Ethical Literary
Criticism and from a new perspective of the era of artificial intelligence, this paper
examines the ethical identities and ethical choices of the real and fake protagonists

in Onggojipjeon, explores the ethical confusion caused by “cloning” and the tragic



fate of the clones, conveys the ethical value of punishing evil and promoting good
and investigates the impact of such “Prototype of Science Fiction” on the develop-
ment of Korean science fiction novels.
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