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Title: Ethical Writing of Memory in The Bellarosa Connection

Abstract: American Jewish writer Saul Bellow’s The Bellarosa Connection tells the
Holocaust survivors’ experiences from the perspective of an unnamed narrator, “I”,
who has never experienced the Holocaust, presenting Bellow’s reflections on the
transmission of Holocaust memory as an issue of ethics of memory. The narrator’s
national identity crisis due to the failure of ethics of memory is mainly presented
through unreliable narration. The narrator’s shift from unreliable to reliable
narrative reflects his awareness of his own ethical dilemma and his ethical choice,
representing the reconstruction of national identity through the return of the ethics
of memory. Besides, the implied author’s voice n the narrator’s reliable narration
represents the ethical choice of Bellow himself as a second-generation American
Jewish writer on the important issue of Holocaust writing, and to some extent sets

the direction for American Jewish literature.
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