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Abstract: lan McEwan’s science fiction Machines Like Me virtually constructs
the post-ethical selection era of coexistence of humans and machines in parallel
universe, offering a forward-looking reflection on the ethical issues faced during this
stage. This article delves into the family ethics and human-machine relationships
of the post-ethical selection era by examining the dislocation of ethical identity, the
conflicts of ethical choices and the underlying differences in the ethical wisdom
of human-machine relationships among the protagonist Miranda, Charlie, and
the Al humanoid robot Adam. The paper holds that the death of Adam not only
foreshadows the rupture of a new family model, but also reflects the conflicts
between ethics and law, machine and human power in the human-machine co-
existence society. This novel subtly conveys McEwan’s ethical wisdom and
concerns for the future of human beings, suggesting that the conflicts of ethical

values between humans and machine may lead to alienation in human-machine and
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