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McCarthy’s The Road

Abstract: In The Road, the contemporary American writer Cormac McCarthy has
constructed an ethically chaotic apocalypse. The protagonists’ ethics are dislocated
with the dark and cruel background, forming various dislocated ethical choices
which are surrealistic beyond McCarthy’s realistic narrative. This article interprets
these “dislocations” from perspectives of ethical literary criticism and myth-
archetypal criticism, and further explores the apocalyptic ethics from the aspects of
theme presentation, ethical reflection and ethical reshaping. The article suggests that
McCarthy urges modern people to re-establish balance in chaos and find the road of
redemption at an ethical level.
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