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Title: “Shame” as a Form of Justice: The Ethical Ambiguity in J. M. Coetzee’s
Works

Abstract: A spiritual crisis constitutes the central theme in J. M. Coetzee’s works.
The concept of “shame” in Coetzee’s writings represents a transformation of guilt
stemming from his socio-historical context and literary traditions. “Shame” serves
as both a motivation and foundation for individuals to engage in self-reflection when
confronted with injustice within a distorted legal and moral framework, particularly
in an era marked by the disenchantment of God. Coetzee endeavors to eliminate the
religious dimension and conducts a profound ethical inquiry on secular level. The
whole moral decline, coupled with the silent body, engenders “shame” that renders
Coetzee unable to envision moral reconciliation following suffering. Regarding spir-
itual crisis and ethical resolution, Coetzee defers the moral decision of the character.
Drawing upon the historical context of Coetzee’s writing and personal identity, ethi-
cal ambiguity emerges as a form of literary justice.
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