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Title: Caring for the Intelligent Object: Design Ethics of Otherness within the Non-
Human Turn

Abstract: With the proliferation of artificial intelligence technologies, intelligent
artifacts increasingly emerge as noteworthy moral subjects within ethical
communities. As a political theory and social practice, care ethics has expanded its
focus from addressing solely human ethical concerns to encompassing issues related
to animals, the environment, and public policy. However, research on intelligent
artifacts remains relatively limited. This paper examines how intelligent artifacts and
their digital remnants highlight the uncertainties of human-machine relations and

the “otherness” of objects. Drawing on post-phenomenology and the material turn in
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the philosophy of technology, it proposes three design ethics strategies centered on
otherness: the poetics of tolerance, the joy of perspective-taking, and quasi-human
empathy. These strategies explore alternative ways of caring for intelligent artifacts
through counterfactual surprises and object-centered interaction contexts. The
ethics of otherness seeks to transcend anthropocentrism by incorporating intelligent
artifacts as moral subjects within the scope of care ethics, thereby expanding the
“moral constituency” of human ethical responsibilities. Against the backdrop of
the non-human turn, this paper calls for a rethinking of novel ethical relationships
between humans and objects and advocates for design practices informed by care
ethics. Doing so provides a new perspective for interdisciplinary explorations
between ethics and design in the complex context of intelligent technologies.
Keywords: design ethics; otherness; intelligent artifacts; care ethics
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