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Abstract: All along, academics have emphasized the skillfulness of Ryunosuke
Akutagawa’s literature and its aesthetics, completely opposing Akutagawa’s literature
to naturalistic literature and ignoring the immanent interrelationship between the

two. However, by organizing the data on the expressions of naturalistic literature in
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Akutagawa’s literature, it is possible to find that his attitude toward Japanese naturalistic
literature changed from sensual criticism to rational criticism, and to critical recognition.
His pursuit of the combination of “truth, goodness, and beauty” is also based on an
increasingly objective and in-depth understanding and criticism on naturalistic literature.
He criticized naturalistic literature for taking pride in its shamefulness, and praised
emerging literature for placing greater emphasis on the ethical and moral nature of its
works. This is also reflected in his admiration for some of the naturalist writers, like
Doppo Kunikida and Hakuchou Masamune, and his emphasis on their humanistic and
ethical approach to writing. Taking Japanese naturalism as a reference object, the overall
direction of Akutagawa’s literature can be examined from its founding roots, and its
creative philosophy which criticizes naturalistic literature that flouts ethics and morals
and emphasizes the function of literature can be clarified.
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