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Title: The Ethical Writing in Voltaire’s The Orphan of China and an Exploration of
His Pragmatism

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to examine how Voltaire uses Confucian
principles in The Orphan of China to scrutinize the tension between morality and
social order during the French Enlightenment. In his adaptation of The Orphan
of Zhao, Voltaire utilizes Confucian ethics to deconstruct binary oppositions
such as good versus evil, emotion versus reason, absolutism versus altruism, and
tragedy versus comedy, resulting in his concept of the enlightened absolutism.
In characterizing “Genghis Khan”, this play demonstrates the role of morality in
guiding a monarch to foster cultural, artistic, and political-philosophical innovation.
Set within the framework of ethical literary criticism, this paper analyzes Voltaire’s
interpretation of Confucian culture and his pragmatic approach to political

enlightenment. It reveals the ethical perspectives embedded in cross-cultural narra-
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1 A CREULY 151 HBIH A Voltaire. L' Orphelin de la Chine, edited by Basil Guy
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BN RVE A% O BGE 87 L R ARAT AR A BB SR, AEARIRZR AL
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“Ethical Literary Criticism: Sphinx Factor and Ethical Selection” 392) . k% BT
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1 20 Anne Deneys-Tunney, Un Autre Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Le Paradoxe de la Technique,

Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 2010, 39-59.
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M, XERET: (PEMIL)Y WRERIEY

Hr Lok, BRI SO RN S m e L SCEE R, BEE — B
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REE w8 ARR], S5 RAAERET S8R, R, CREFULY T8 77X
—y60, BRI T IEAFAC IR N 0% U 2R . I R T
HEHLIZIZ MR, ARRBRONE H — N S RE EF AR ) R BRI 25 Ry, XA S
T3 iSRRI AR GO TE, 51 T 4B T 6 i A 4 i8R -5 A 2 3
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FE5HT CREFULY #oCikZAs, B AL G368 R 2 38 = R i #tep, wT
DA %% 21 ST 2 A b ) 38 A8 e SR AN AN B W A 6 A\ W) i ds R R 45 )R 1 R
W, PLRAEE SISt A S FEOGPR . (R ALY 15 55 B 5L BR i 5 ik %
O, EFXENARE BT E SR RIE . XA M H S L%
P, HRACHIRA) TR SCR SR . KRR E GRIRAULY MR8 g, (o
EOLY MR RIND R R SCELAR 0 S FLUS A, T 3R RIAT o 0 Rk e 52
EI R TR HIE . AR, ARIRZRERE A b SR BB 1) SR A R
BT 2 5 IETH A EFLEERAH ST A, FR O BN LSRR EE S A BR
HRET R FREER AR AT (“Au duc de Richelieu” 499) , [N, flif
0 BT AR il RoRAs, A NI “f5R” o “UEAR” %%
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BRI 2R 51 3 ey O A A NS I WL R B g, 1 SE A
KB R S BT AR A 2528 W6? 7 (“A M. Le comte de
Schouvaloff” 172) . EHFERIBN, FANAHNAERTEENHEL &, 1
TFEHPOR A S E S, RE&EMEBRIERSER. P EULY A
HERZ A B 20 H S RUFE, SR 7R E DTS N0 B 5 & T
Bi, LT EGAMTTE.

CREOLY MEE R AR 18 kB T Z AR, &
Je, R GEZ, 1755 G E T RAREE E KRR, %R ER, 1]
RN E -, EEEEAEANERIEE KA (Graffigny) tHIEHE
AR “PERIBANIEESR BEHE BT, AEEAR. WARMEE, H
BB 7 (248 WA A G, BRI R ANETIE T 4R, ¢
BT “ATHER ChEIULY , HaW =40k 3IEmRH” (249) o (h
FEAIOLY BARARF & ol SRR e e A2, Tl 17 1 A AR AN P R IS 5 N30, 1T
Fe R R, SR, B2 LARZIM 2O D Re4T 30 7 AR B D R . JUH
RGN “URIIEME” BHE T A Tk BRI, Kot 7iEE 2
XA 2 NIRRT . 18 SRR IR S hr « SF|IR/K (La Moliere) X7
X P g R AN, AR TR E R S SR FISEARL T (9
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ZE X HIFER, WAZ —LeRIE AP (R E UL = 35 o R A
BRI RN, 18 L RITF R EHT S (Descotes) Hild:  “Ixf (H[H
ML FEORBAEE, X T Bl A i PO £ R pue i) “TBRrfER” . 3R
FRHEVPASEE”  (152) o K&HK (Grimm) JUHE 57 b AP0 PERS AR XAV
FAR T WA AR 75 o A A RO, A SRR B AR AT A A X1k Y [
MR TE W Ao TR, AP AUIR” (4400 o #HFZ, 184
P AN, ARR R R BT 5 RIAEZE N 1 2 A & —Fh 468
X, —MREMBEAGR “HP” H—PMREEREE, FNBSEX
Jal e /b A5 JE A 1) 5 K A

X i Se R B R T YA S RIBUA SIS T, RIRBIE NG Z AL
SEERARERE AL A SR A e CREOLY A8 SO B A Bk
% T ARG AR R ) B S EANE W, i BLAE T — AR R IR R R S S
MM . AR S 5EUATHE, SIERIE T XA HE R LR, T
V2 T XS 0 [ () EH O A 2 R, 3 A2 2% [ 3 ] vk o R ) R
1, PRIRFRUG AR RS AEAG BRAE AL 2R 7 R B B, S R tH Ao B R 3
il IX — H (B R R o TE SR IR R R4 T ) 3K ) T AR E (R EAULY B
PR AR, b, o R A T Rm AR TP AR R N A, JR
IR TSI AEACEW S HES) R R R D .
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X CHEAULY A6 B S AT R, AMUFRERE AR RZE
X, T FFRAE TS 5 B U8, %82 BT DATE 18 22 vk ESRIS R, 1E
ZRAEESE <87 HE, AW, BHEREAKN D7 WEARGHE
HERM.  CHEAOULY P4 KA FE S E & Rk 7 18 20k E#k 223 17
AT FIHAE SO RN 2R S5 BR. (RRBEFFE RSN
B, BREFRNE EEMEWFER, WIFFANEE, REF ANFEERR
ZRHOW R TCVERRAS RO, SR, o 5 R0 E 2 a) ) S PR S O . 7 20
Rt A, AR IR 2R SR ) i ) S B I A 6 R AR (1) S 4l 5 0 B AR, T A2 DAfRG
FIBAMAE S N AT ER AR A E . KR IEAMY R T EENE LB
K, EHAETEFSHHTBURBEMES, RBI T BEESAEE ULIEHE T
M Z . s SR B PR A, T RLE B CRE UL £ AN PER& A
EMERE LR ZE, RE T XCHERBAIRZM, 129085818 N 5 H
iR TT S B ME . ARRZRIE I B O B4 fh TR — b DUIE S B A ) S
BHEE A, AR POE SR FFAE AR, T 2k TR I SE ) ey A% & 7Efh g iE
kR, ANTE L 6] 5 JE 200 BN JE G 1) 2 P, o2 T BRI R
MFRE. EWfbprs. “BEEE ANAIBEGERE, BIRE N HEAKGE N
FE, FREOREETESTEEEE”  (“A César Chesneau du Marsais” 580) . R
IRFRIESR — Pk AT DL H R IE W R, — PN B2 arf sk
ITEACHI SO 2, — Rl DU 5 BB R A b v Re. (R EIOLY
o) B T B AR s, MR R T ARR R AR R B BEAR 32 S, T
KI5 5%
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